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WORLD LEADER IN WALLPAPER 


More wallpaper is produced in Illinois than in any other 
comparable area in the world; the United States is the 
world’s largest producer of wallpaper and about two-fifths 
of the country’s total product is manufactured in this 
State. Joliet alone produces more wallpaper than any other 


city; one-third of the State’s total product comes from 


the six mills located there. 

The first people to use wallpaper were the Chinese, 
who commemorated the death of relatives by putting up 
a strip of paper after each death. Traces of these, 
covered with delicate hand-painted designs and used for 
purposes of ritual 2,000 years ago, have been discovered. 
The Chinese are also known to have used hand printing 
from wooden blocks before the Christian era. 

Merchants and missionaries returning from China 
brought the first wallpaper that was used in Europe. 
There is some uncertainty about the date of the first 
production of wallpaper on the Continent; some author- 
ities believe it may have been between A.D. 1450 and 
1500. Wallpaper discovered at Christ’s College, Cam- 
bridge, is believed to be the first ever made in England. 
lt was printed in black ink on white paper from blocks 
measuring 16 inches by 11 inches; on the back was a proc- 
lamation announcing the death of Henry VII in 1509. 

All the oldest specimens were found in old inns, 
country houses, and college rooms, rather than in large 
mansions, as paper was introduced to solve the problem 
of covering walls when the expensive damask, em- 
broidered, and painted silk hangings then in vogue were 
too costly for ordinary purposes. It was later recognized 
as good style, however, and was sought by kings and 
queens and the nobility as well as commoners. 

Seventeenth century wallpaper was made in sets, hung 
on rollers, and taken down from time to time. Each 
hangitig was about 11 by 4 feet and joined laterally with 
the next one in the set. The paper was made in small 
sheets and pasted together. The designs were painted on 
by hand or printed on with wooden blocks, pear wood 
being used as the least likely to warp. Toward the end 
of the century, stencil plates were used in adding various 
colors to block-printed designs. 

_ In 1783 a machine was invented in England for atin. 
mg calico with engraved rollers, and in 1799 a French- 
man invented a small machine which produced long 


lengths of paper about the width of a piece of tape. Im- 
provements followed, and early in the 19th century the 
production of wallpaper on a commercial scale as we 
know it today was begun. 

Machine or cylinder printing of wallpaper was first 
undertaken in this country in the late 1840’s. For many 
years the growing industry was concentrated largely 
along the eastern seaboard, but about fifty years ago the 
industry began to develop in Chicago and then in Joliet, 
and later it spread to several other points in Illinois. 

At the present time there are twelve wallpaper manu- 
facturers, operating fifteen mills, in this State. Six of 
these mills are in Joliet, three are in Chicago, two in 
Aurora, one in Coal City, one in Mokena, one in De- 
catur, and one in Crystal Lake. In the aggregate the 
operations of these manufacturers in Illinois account 
for approximately 40 per cent of the entire production of 
the domestic wallpaper manufacturing industry. In 1939 
the value of wallpaper produced in Illinois was $9,153,- 
072, while that produced in the United States as a whole 
was valued at $24,968,843. 

At top speed a wallpaper maker could turn out 40 rolls 
a day back in the 1790’s. Modern machinery prints liter- 
ally by the mile; each of the large presses in the Joliet 
mills can produce 10,000 rolls, or over 100 miles of paper, 
each day. The machines are block-long monsters through 
which the paper is fed and printed from small cylinders, 
sometimes in as many as twelve colors. 

Along with many other products, wallpaper lost its 
originality of design with the coming of the machine age. 
The same types of paper, with only slight variations in 
designs or colorings, were produced for 100 years. Their 
popularity waned, but the picture changed about ten years 
ago. The wallpaper industry began tempting the public 
with fresh, attractive designs and fascinating colors, and 
a trend toward a greater demand for the more expensive, 
higher-quality grades of paper began, only to be cut 
short by the war. For four years no new designs were 
obtained and the paper allotment was decreased drasti- 
cally, but during the past year the industry has been 
building up once more, has acquired new designs, and 
expects 1947 to be one of its best years, as Illinois wall- 
paper does its part in satisfying the pent-up demand for 
home interior decorating materials. 
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Trends in Retail Trade 
in Illinois 

The volume of retail sales is one of the best indicators 
of the condition of business activity. The conditions of 
production and employment are reflected in retail sales. 

According to estimates computed from sales tax col- 
lections reported by the State Department of Revenue, 
the total amount of retail sales in Illinois during the first 
quarter of this year was $1,737,337,000, as compared with 
$1,390,003,000 in the first quarter of last year, and $822,- 
989,000 in the corresponding period of 1941. It will be 
noted that the total for the first quarter of this year is 
more than double that for the same period in 1941. For 
each period the proportion of retail sales in Cook County 
to the State total is approximately 58 per cent. Some of 
the sales in Cook County were, of course, made to persons 
from outside the county. A substantial part of the in- 
crease in retail sales is attributable to price increases. 

The percentage increases in the dollar volume of re- 
tail sales for selected groups of retail outlets as between 
the first quarter of 1941 and the first quarter of 1947 are 


as follows: Percentage 
Increase 

Eating and drinking establishments... 183.8 
General merchandise stores.......... 141.6 
Furniture, radio and household 

appliance 144.6 
Lumber, building and hardware group 95. 
Automotive 81.5 
Fuel and ice dealers................. 60.3 
133.5 


extraordinarily large increases occurred in the case of 
certain types of outlets within the major groups listed. 
For example, the sales of refreshment stands, beer 
parlors, and package liquor stores were 243.2 per cent 
larger for the first quarter of 1947 than they were for 
the first quarter of 1941. Sales of stores selling hardware 


and farm implements increased 288.3 per cent between 
the two periods; the increase for motorcycles, bicyeles 
and supply stores was 322.8 per cent; sales of hatcherie, 
increased 216.1 per cent; peddlers boosted their sales }y 
321.0 per cent; and sales of music stores without radios 
skyrocketed by 338.1 per cent. 

Contrasted with the businesses that had phenomeng| 
increases in sales between the first three months of 194) 
and the first three months of 1947 are certain other types 
of businesses that did not share in the wartime boom jp 
retail sales. Sales of heating and plumbing establish. 
ments increased only 9.0 per cent during the period; sales 
of stationers and printers increased only 39.4 per cent: 
and sales of bookstores decreased by 14.6 per cent, 
Among the causes of the variations in the changes in the 
dollar volume of sales for various types of businesses 
are wide variations in price changes for different com. 
modities, war-created shortages, changes in consumer 
buying habits, and changes in classification of stores, 

Specific information is not available relative to price 
increases for all the types of businesses mentioned, The 
Consumers’ Price Index of the Bureau of Labor Statis. 
tics does, however, show the trend in the prices of con- 
sumer goods. By using this index it is possible to make 
a rough estimate of the total physical volume of retail 
sales in Illinois for the periods for which statistics of 
dollar volume have been presented. The Consumers’ Price 
Index increased 28.9 per cent between January, 1941, and 
January, 1946, and the increase was 51.9 per cent from 
January, 1941, to January, 1947. After making the ad- 
justment in the dollar volume of retail sales as indicated 
by changes in consumers’ prices, it is estimated that the 
increase in total retail sales for the State was 39 per 
cent between the first quarter of 1941 and the first 
quarter of 1947. The percentage increase based upon ac- 
tual dollar volume between these periods was 111 per cent. 
Although the physical volume of sales has increased 
substantially, the increase is not nearly so large as is 
indicated by the statistics of dollar volume. 

Total retail sales in Illinois for the first three months 
of 1947, after adjustment for price increases, are only 
slightly larger than for the corresponding period in 194; 
and actual declines have occurred in several lines. The 
dollar volume of sales increased 25 per cent between the 
two periods, but the Consumers’ Price Index increased 
approximately 18 per cent during the same time. It is 
estimated, therefore, that the physical volume of sales was 
only 6 per cent greater for the first quarter of 1947 than 
it was for the first quarter of 1946. 

Dollar sales of motor vehicle dealers increased 271.9 
per cent between the first three months of 1946 and the 
comparable period in 1947; radio and music stores en- 


joyed an increase of 61.2 per cent; sales of grocery stores. 


increased 35.1 per cent; stores selling hardware and farm 
implements experienced an increase of 61.2 per cent; and 
the increase for electrical shops without radios was 624 
per cent. On the other hand, department store sales in- 
creased only 3.6 per cent between the first quarter of 
1946 and the first quarter of 1947; sales of restaurants, 
cafeterias, hotels, and lunchrooms increased only 7 pet 
cent; refreshment stands, package liquor stores, and beer 
parlors incurred a loss of 1.3 per cent; shoe stores gained 
by only 8.1 per cent; women’s accessory stores increased 
only 1.4 per cent; sales of jewelry stores slumped 0.6 per 
cent. Since these figures are computed from dollar sales, 
it appears likely that many of the concerns that made 
only small gains actually experienced a decrease i 
physical volume of sales. 
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All through June general business activity continued at 
about the same level as in May. Production of automobiles 
and trucks was maintained at a weekly average of a little 
over 90,000 units, and the weekly index of steel produc- 
tion remained unchanged at 96.5 per cent of rated ca- 
pacity at the end of the month. Sharp curtailment was 
expected soon, however, as more than half of the nation’s 
400,000 soft coal miners were staying away from work in 
protest against enactment of the Taft-Hartley labor law, 
even before the beginning of the entire soft coal in- 
dustry’s shutdown at midnight June 27, for a scheduled 
paid vacation period. There was some question as to 
whether they would return to the pits July 8, unless 
there were a new agreement between the United Mine 
Workers and the private operators, to whom the govern- 
ment turned back the country’s 2,600 coal mines on 
June 30. 

Many other events of importance to the nation’s busi- 
ness occurred in June. Although the new National Labor- 
Management Relations Act became law over the Presi- 
dent’s veto, his veto of the bill for $4,000,000,000 of 
income tax cuts ranging from 10.5 to 30 per cent, which 
would have gone into effect July 1, was sustained. A new 
tax cut bill, the same as the vetoed measure except that 
the effective date was changed to January 1, 1948, was 
introduced. The President also vetoed the Wool Price 
Support bill which would have continued domestic wool 
price subsidies and given the President power to restrict 
to half the normal volume the amount of wool that could 
be brought in from abroad if he found foreign shipments 
interfering with the domestic price. He signed a modified 
rent control bill which extended rent control from June 
30, when it would have expired, until March 1, 1948, 
allowed increases up to 15 per cent if landlord and tenant 


HIGH LIGHTS OF THE NATION’S BUSINESS— JUNE 


agree to a lease running through December 31, 1948, and 
ended government control over building materials for 
commercial construction except for projects for amuse- 
ment or recreational building. 

June marked the end of sugar rationing for house- 
hold consumers and institutional users of sugar, such as 
hotels and restaurants, thus terminating the war-rationing 
system which went into effect in April, 1942. Controls 
were kept on sugar prices, however, and industrial users 
are still subject to sugar rationing. All sugar controls 
are scheduled to end October 31, unless there is further 
action by Congress. June also marked the end of the 
United Nations Relief and Rehabilitation Administration ; 
it was officially liquidated on June 30, after distributing 
nearly 3 billion dollars’ worth of supplies, principally 
food, to the peoples of 17 war-devastated countries. 
UNRRA’s funds, of which the United States contributed 
72 per cent, were exhausted. 

The Federal government ended the fiscal year June 30 
with a $753,787,660 surplus, the first in 17 years. The 
Secretary of the Treasury announced that the surplus 
was applied on the national debt, helping to reduce it to 
$258,375,903,293 ; it had been reduced $11,136,000,000 dur- 
ing the last 12 months and lowered by $21,388,000,000 
from the all-time peak reached 16 months ago. 

The Bureau of the Census reported that civilian em- 
ployment rose to an all-time high of 58,330,000 in May. 
Inclusion of 1,470,000 in the Armed Forces would raise 
the total to 59,800,000, which was topped only in the 
July-August periods of 1945 and 1946 when the strength 
of the Armed Forces was much higher and the peak 
summer employment season was on. In May unemploy- 
ment was down to 1,960,000; in nonagricultural occupa- 
tions total employment stood at 42 millions. 


HIGH LIGHTS OF ILLINOIS BUSINESS— JUNE 


The 1947 Illinois legislature appropriated $985,000,000 to 
be expended during the next two years, an increase of 
$36.5 millions over the budget presented by Governor 
Green. The 985 million dollars is for the operating ex- 
penses of the State government until July 1, 1949, plus 
special construction programs, financial aid to local gov- 
ernments, and Federal grants that clear through the office 
of the State Treasurer. The grand total of all appropria- 
tions passed was 1 billion, 9 million dollars, which in- 
cluded 2314 millions of deficiency and emergency appro- 
priations already spent, but not the 350 million dollar 
bond issue for World War II veterans. The governor 
may, by veto, pare the appropriations down to a figure 
more closely resembling his budget. t 

The most controversial issue in connection with the 
budget was the school aid program. The governor recom- 
mended 55.4 million dollars for the State distributive 
school fund, disbursed on a system of flat grants per 
pupil, plus equalization payments to bring amounts raised 
by taxes up to a specified level. The final figure of $65,- 
653,000 represents an approximate increase of $10,000,000 
over the original budget figure and a decrease of about 
$12,500,000 from the House demand for more than $78,- 
000,000. State payments for the fiscal year beginning 
July 1, 1947, total $31,781,000, which includes about $6 
millions in emergency aid of $6 special grants for each 
pupil in average daily attendance. The remaining portion 
distributed in the first fiscal year will be based on flat 
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grants of $10 for each grade school pupil and $4 for a 
high school student, and equalization payments of $80 
for grade and $90 for high school students. In the fiscal 
year starting July 1, 1948, a total of $33,872,000 will be 
apportioned under a formula increasing flat grants to $22 
for grade and to $7 for high school students. Equalization 
levels will be raised from $80 to $90 for grade pupils and 
from $90 to $100 for high school students. 

Public assistance funds for the next two years were 
set at $212,637,000; the final figure was a Senate com- 
promise between the $206,000,000 recommended in the 
budget and the $241,000,000 sought by the House. The 
bill sent to Governor. Green provides $45,000,000 for aid 
to dependent children in the next two years, a reduction 
of 8 millions from that asked by the Public Aid Com- 
mission, and $124,500,000 for old age pensions. 

Reapportionment of the State’s 26 congressional dis- 
tricts was voted by the legislature, and notwithstanding 
an error discovered after the measure had passed, the 
governor has signed the reapportionment bill, and its 
validity will be tested in the courts. If the law is upheld, 
it will apply for the first time to the 1948 congressional 
elections. The passage of redistricting climaxed a 32-year 
legislative fight to revise the 1901 map. The new law 
calls for thirteen districts in the Cook-Lake County 
metropolitan area, a gain of three seats. The downstate 
counties drop two of their fifteen districts and the con- 
gressman-at-large post is abolished. 
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Percentage Changes, May, 1946, to May, 1947 


General Summary 


Annual increases and declines in May were in almost the 
same pattern as in April, although magnitudes varied 
somewhat in most groups. Month-to-month changes, how- 
ever, showed considerable differences, ranging this month 
from +29.3 per cent to —3.3 per cent, with several 
large gains and only small declines. 

Coal production continued to show an extraordinarily 


PERCENTAGE CHANGES IN ILLINOIS BUSINESS 


May, 1947 
Percentage 
Indicators Change from a 
1939 = 
May April 

1946 | 1947 | 100 

Building permits*................ +33.8| + 455.5 
Coal production®................}+165.7 | +22.9 | 140.3 
Construction contracts awarded*...| —38.3 | +29.3 | 225.3 
Depart ment store sales in Chicago®..| +14.0} + 5.0] ..... 
Employment, manufacturing?.....| + 9.7 | — 1.2] 130.0 
Life insurance sales (ordinary)’....| —12.3 | — 3.3 | 187.1 
Pay rolls, manufacturing?......... +37.9 |} + 0.9 | 272.3 
Petroleum production®............ -12.0} + 4.0] 257.1 


‘Board of Governors of Federal Reserve System; ” Illinois 
Department of Labor; *Illinois Department of Mines and 
Minerals; * F. W. Dodge Corporation; * Bureau of the Census; 
* Illinois Cooperative Crop Reporting Service; ‘Life Insurance 
Agency Management Association; * State Geological Survey. 


great margin for the twelve-month period, although this 
large increase was still due to the low volume in 194 
because of continued labor difficulties, and not to ey. 
tremely high levels this year. Factory pay rolls were up 
37.9 per cent, a greater margin than last, month, by 


annual employment gains were smaller. Building permits » 


jumped to 33.8 per cent above the level last May, ang 
construction contract awards were only 38.3 per cen 
below last year’s figure — still low in view of the great 
demand for buildings, but influenced by the current high 
prices on construction materials. Monthly changes indicate 
an expansion in building activity with more seasonable 
weather, however, as contracts awarded jumped 29.3 per 
cent between April and May. 


WHOLESALE PRICES 


The BLS index of prices on 889 commodities at whole. 


sale dropped slightly in May for the second consecutive . 


month. The figure of 146.9 was 0.5 per cent below the 
April level, but more than 32 per cent higher than in May, 
1946. 

Metals and metal products, housefurnishing goods, and 
miscellaneous commodities were the only groups to show 
gains from April, all less than one per cent. Declines 
ranged from a scant 0.1 per cent for fuel and lighting 
materials to 4.6 per cent for chemicals and allied prod- 
ucts; sharp drops in prices of oils and fats and drug and 
pharmaceutical materials accounted for the large decline 
in the latter group. Food prices were down 1.6 per cent, 
as gains in meats failed to offset decreases for dairy 
products and “other foods,” while costs of building ma- 
terials fell off 1.0 per cent with slight drops in prices of 
lumber and paint and paint materials. Cattle feed prices 
continued to fluctuate noticeably, with a 14 per cent jump 
to about the same level as in March, while crude rubber 
quotations fell off 12 per cent in the month. 


WHOLESALE PRICE INDEXES 


May, 1947 
Percentage Change 
Commodity from Index 
1926= 
May April 100 
1946 1947 

All commodities ............ +32.3 —0.5 146.9 

Hides and leather products. .... +37.5 —0.5 165.6 

‘Textile . +27.7 —0.2 138.9 

Fuel and lighting materials. .... +20.0 —0.1 103.3 

Metals and metal products.... . +29.3 +0.8 141.4 

Building materials............ +38.5 —1.0 177.0 

Chemicals and allied products. .| +31.7 —4.6 127.1 

Housefurnishing goods........} +18.9 +0.8 128.8 

Miscellaneous commodities. ... . +19.7 +0.3 116.1 

Semimanufactured articles... ... +40.5 —0.9 143.2 

Manufactured articles......... +33.6 —0.1 141.7 
All commodities other than 

farms prodticts. +33.6 —0.4 140.4 
All commodities other than 

tarm products and foods..... +26.8 —0.1 131.7 


Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics. 
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FINANCE 


Bank Debits 


(Bank debits represent the dollar value of checks drawn 
inst individual bank deposits. Approximately 90 per 
cent of all goods, property, and services is paid for by 


Postal Receipts 


(Postal receipts are considered an easy and fairly reliable 
measure of local business conditions, since their fluctua- 
tions over a period of time follow to a considerable extent 


such checks. Bank debits are therefore regarded as indi- the ups and downs of business in general.) 


cators of the general trend of business. They are not so 
indicative when applied solely to New York and Chicago, 
ities, but changes in bank debits o ois cities other ; 

Chicege significant to the businessman.) 

Bank debits in the fifteen reporting Illinois cities M Aneil 
totaled $8,004,679,000 in May, a jump of 89 per cent 1945 1 5 
from the April figure and approximately the same volume 
as last January. On an annual basis, debits showed about 
the same margin as in the first few months of this year, 
10.9 per cent. Monthly changes ranged from a drop of 
5.5 per cent in Champaign-Urbana to a gain of 9.8 per 
cent in Chicago, while Rockford showed the only decline 
on a twelve-month basis, 6.4 per cent. 

Debits in the St. Louis Federal Reserve District 
dropped 3.7 per cent, whereas Chicago district debits 
rose 6.7 per cent for the month, although both reported 
annual gains of more than 10 per cent. In the country 
as a whole, bank debits were up a scant 0.1 per cent from 
April and only 2.2 per cent from May, 1946. 


POSTAL RECEIPTS IN ILLINOIS CITIES 
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Life Insurance Sales 


(Life insurance sales data are related to the financial con- 
ditions of individuals and particularly businessmen, because 
life insurance contracts are a form of savings.) 

Sales of ordinary life insurance in Illinois in May 
totaled $88,352,000, 3.3 per cent below the April figure and 
12.3 per cent less than in May, 1946, while sales in the 
United States as a whole showed a similar monthly trend 

Rock Island 
and were even lower annually. Cumulative sales for Jat- Springfield 
uary-May, 1947, were down 2.3 per cent in Illinois and rb 
34 per cent in the United States from the comparable | West Frankfort 
period of 1946. 
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BANK DEBITS IN FIFTEEN ILLINOIS CITIES 
(000 omitted from dollar amounts) 


| Percentage Change 
Ma May April May, 1947, from 
194 1946 1947 ine 


$8 ,004 ,679 


20,473 
29° 348 
Bloomington 35,208 
Champaign-Urbana 29,910 
Chicago 7,307 ,505 


27,685 
52°569 
East St. Louis and National Stock Yards 101 ,656 
Elgin 20 ,536 
Joliet 35 ,000 


21,595 
154,930 
27,309 
81.970 
58,985 


$7,219,168 


17,160 
24,021 
30/522 
24,470 
6,641,429 


24,873 
40; 183 
66,645 
17,993 
31,101 


17,380 
125,127 
21,503 
87,550 
49,211 


$7 353,709 


19,405 
28,237 
35,026 
31,638 
6,656,613 


27,931 
54,374 
103,808 


+4111 
DA 


Source: Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve System. 
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PRODUCTION 
Coal 


Coal production in the 85 reporting mines in Illinois 
reached a total of 5,102,505 tons in May, up 22.9 per 
cent from the low April volume and more than two and 
one-half times the figure for May, 1946. Shortages of 
rolling stock continued to hold production below the level 
of the first few months of the year. 

Only 19 strip mines reported in May, with total output 
of 1,163,885 tons. The 66 shaft mines, however, showed 
large gains for the month, with production up more than 
35 per cent as the average number of days worked in the 
month increased from 15 to 19. 

Cumulated figures for January-May, 1947, reached 
27,331,029 tons, or 27.1 per cent above the figure for the 
first five months of 1946. 


Petroleum 


A small increase of 4.0 per cent in petroleum production 
was reported in Illinois between April and May, bringing 
output for the month to the highest point since January. 
The May figure of 5,792,000 barrels, however, was 12.0 
per cent below the level of a year ago. Cumulative figures 
for the first five months of the year, 28,746,000 barrels, 
were down 7.9 per cent from the volume during the same 
period in 1946. 


There were 81 new producing wells completed in May, . 


10 more than in April but 18 fewer than in May, 1946. 
To date in 1947, 432 new wells have begun production. 


Electric Power 


(Electric power production is generally accepted as indic- 
ative of business activity; however, it is a measure of 
industrial output rather than of general business. Produc- 
tion differs from consumption by the amount of interstate 
transfers.) 

Reports of the Federal Power Commission indicate 
April production of electric energy by electric utilities in 
Illinois at 5.5 per cent below the March level. The total 
of 1,274,061,000 kilowatt hours was 19.6 per cent above 
the figure for April, 1946, however. 

In the United States, the new record-April figure of 
20,503,725,000 kilowatt hours was down only 3.5 per cent 
from the March volume and up 17.3 per cent from output 
a year ago. 


CONSTRUCTION 


Building Permits 


(As a measure of business activity, building permits serve 
to measure building operations planned rather than actual 
construction under way. Care must be taken in interpret- 
ing these data to allow for the lag which may occur be- 
tween the issuance of the permit and the commencement 
of the actual construction work. However, the status of 
construction is vital to labor because of the large body 
of workers engaged directly in erecting buildings and be- 
cause all workers are concerned in obtaining suitable 
dwellings at reasonable costs.) 


A slight increase of 0.9 per cent between April and 
May brought the volume of building permit valuations to 
$26,284,021 for the month in the 209 reporting Illinois 
cities. The May, 1947, figure was more than one-third 
higher than the level of a year before. 


A 47.7 per cent increase in new nonresidential build} 
in May served to offset the large monthly decline of 238 
per cent in additions, alterations, repairs, and installations 
and the small drop of 4.3 per cent in new residential 
building. 

All three groups showed large gains on an annual 
basis. Additions, alterations, repairs, and _ installations 
jumped 60.9 per cent, new nonresidential building roge 
38.5 per cent, and new residential building was up more 
than one-fourth. 

Chicago and the downstate cities reported gains jp 
permit valuations on both monthly and annual bases 
whereas suburban cities, up 8 per cent from the May, 
1946, level, showed a decline of 14 per cent from April, 

Nine of the fourteen large projects for which permits 
were issued in May were in the city of Chicago. These 
included a dry ice plant, a school, a factory addition, a 
boiler house, a manufacturing plant, a paper storage 
building, a warehouse, garage, and dock, and two apart- 
ment buildings. Large suburban and downstate projects 
enumerated were a factory addition and a railroad engine 
house in Riverdale; a shop in Decatur; a theater in 
Granite City; and a shop in Moline. 


Construction Contracts Awarded 


(The record of the valuation of actual contracts awarded 
is even more indicative of construction activity than build- 
ing permits. Permits indicate intentions to build, but con- 
tracts awarded are much more definite indications that 
the work will actually be accomplished.) 

Awards of construction contracts in Illinois jumped 
29.3 per cent between April and May. The total of $37,- 
433,000 in valuations was still 38.3 per cent below the 
level of a year ago, however. 

All groups showed sizable gains between April and 
May, led by residential building, up 39.8 per cent. Public 
works and utilities rose 32.6 per cent in the same period, 
while nonresidential building, with the smallest increase, 
was up 18.4 per cent. 

The sharp advance of 74.9 per cent in public works 
and utilities for the twelve-month period was not suf- 
ficient to counteract annual declines in both residential 
and nonresidential building. The former dropped 62.4 per 
cent, while the latter was 19.5 per cent below last May’s 
volume. 

Several large projects in Cook County were included 
in the May awards, among them a publicly owned airport 
and three large apartment buildings. Heavy engineering 
construction continued to show large gains in the Chicago 
area and in the East. Of the $742,837,000 in contracts 
awarded in the 37 eastern states in May, 41 per cent 
were classified as publicly owned. 


CONSTRUCTION CONTRACTS AWARDED 
IN ILLINOIS 


(000 omitted from dollar amounts) 


Percentage Change 
April May, 1947, from 
F onstruction a ay 
194 1946 1947 
May A 
1946 1947 
Total Construction. . . .|"$37,433 | $60,646 | $28,956 | —38.3 | +29.3 
Total Building.......... 28,421 55,492 22,162 | —48.8 | +28.2 
Residential......... ..| 14,269 37,909 10,207 | —62.4 | +39.8 
Nonresidential........ 14,152 17,583 11,955 | —19.5 | +18.4 
Public Works and Utilities 9,012 5,154 6,794 | +74.9 | +32.6 


Source: F. W. Dodge Corporation. 
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Department Stores 


rtment store statistics are well recognized and fre- 
ently used by businessmen as a measure of trading 
activity and retail distribution. Since department stores 
handle a broad and varied line of merchandise, the volume 
of their sales is considered a rather reliable reflection of 
purchasing power.) 

Chicago department stores reported a 5 per cent in- 
crease in sales between April and May, roughly compa- 
rable with the trend of all retail trade in the country as a 
whole. Annual margins were fair, too: 14 per cent in 
Chicago and 13 per cent in the United States. Controversy 
sill rages among economists as to just how much of 
these increases can be attributed to a greater physical 
yolume, if any (some say unit sales are actually declin- 
ing), and how much is due to rising prices. 

Nevertheless, dollar sales volume in 1947 has been con- 
sistently higher than in the comparable months of 1946, 
when remarkable totals were chalked up. Sales have 
shown a steadier pattern, too, aside from expected sea- 
sonal fluctuations, which may be traced to the greater 
stability in consumers’ incomes this year. 


Other Kinds of Business 


A smaller net monthly gain but greater annual margin 
were reported by independent stores other than depart- 
ment stores in Chicago in May. 


toa 58 per cent increase. Motor vehicle sales continued to 
drop slowly, while larger decreases were reported for fish 
markets, fuel and ice dealers, stationery, book, and office 
supply shops, family clothing stores, and some home 
furnishing lines. The greatest April-May advances oc- 
curred in floor coverings and draperies, paint, glass, and 
wallpaper, furniture stores, and furriers and fur shops. 

Annually, the lead long held by motor vehicle dealers 
was relinquished to radio and household appliance stores 
as radio sales shot upward, while fuel and ice firms took 
third place with a 61 per cent annual margin. Liquor 
stores with packaged goods showed a 35 per cent decline 
from last year’s volume, while other decreases were 
relatively small. 


DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN SELECTED 
ILLINOIS CITIES 


Percentage Change 

ied May, 1947, from 5 months, 

Cities 1947, from 

May April 5 months, 
1946 1947 1946 
+21.2 +2.8 +18.1 
+22.0 +3.0 +11.6 
+27.5 —7.6 +32.0 
Moline +11.4 +2.3 + 9.1 
+23.4 +4.6 +15.0 


Source: Federal Reserve Banks of Chicago and St. Louis. 


RETAIL TRADE 


Monthly changes ranged from a 19 per cent decline . 
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Reports of sales in Chicago independent retail stores 
by kind of business and Federal Reserve bank figures on 
department store sales replace data no longer available 
because of curtailment of part of the Census Bureau’s 
program. Chicago sales, however, make up more than 
half of the retail trade in the State, and percentage 
changes in the past have varied only slightly from those 
for the State as a whole. 


RETAIL SALES OF INDEPENDENT STORES IN 
CHICAGO BY KIND OF BUSINESS 


Percentage Change 
Kind of Business May, 1947, from 
May April 
1946 1947 
DEPARTMENT STORES............... +14 + 5 
OTHER KINDS OF BUSINESS: 
Grocery and combination stores........ +14 + 3 
Grocery stores (without fresh meats)..} +10 + 5 
Combination stores (groceries, meats)| +16 +2 
Meat markets, fish markets............ +21 + 3 
Fish (sea food) markets............. —11 —16 
Candy, nut, confectionery stores....... +9 +1 
Bakeries, +17 + 4 
Eating and Drinking Places............. +4 + 6 
Restaurants, cafeterias, lunchrooms.... . +7 + 6 
Drinking places with meals............ -1 +7 
Drinking places without meals......... — 6 + § 
Liquor Stores (packaged goods).......... —35 +5 
+61 — 8 
Book and Stationery Stores.............| + 7 —10 
+ 8 —13 
Office, Store, School Dealers...... +8 —19 
Office, Store Appliance and Equipment 
Dry Goods and General Mdse. Stores... .. +11 +12 
Men’s, boys’ clothing and furnishings 
Men's and boys’ clothing stores...... +22 —- 2 
Men’s and boys’ furnishings stores....| + 7 + 5 
Family clothing stores................ +13 —4 
Women’s ready-to-wear stores......... +16 0 
Women’s accessories stores. ........... + 6 0 
Motor-vehicle dealers................. +62 —2 
Accessory, tire, battery dealers......... +2 0 
Furniture-Household-Radio Group.......| +30 +19 
Floor coverings, drapery stores......... +30 +58 
Radio-household appliance dealers... ... +67 + 6 
Household appliance dealers......... +39 + 2 
Other home furnishings stores.......... + § —19 
Lumber-Building-Hardware Group....... +19 +9 
Lumber-building materials dealers... ... +19 + 6 
Paint, glass, wallpaper stores.......... +21 +27 


Source: Bureau of the Census. 
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CONSUMERS’ PRICES 


Chicago Indexes 


(The consumers’ price index is a barometer, not a measure 
of the total amount spent for family living. The price index 
measures the changes in prices of food, clothing, rent, 
fuel, housefurnishings, transportation, personal services, 
and a variety of miscellaneous goods purchased by fam- 
ilies of moderate income. Cost of food accounts for 
over 40 per cent of the index. The index does not measure 
changes in the expenditures of the average family for 
consumers’ goods and services. It measures only the 
changes in family expenditures resulting from price 
changes. The index is very important when related to 
consumers’ earnings.) 

A new peak of 156.6 in the index of consumers’ prices 
in Chicago was reported for mid-May, an increase of 0.6 
per cent from the April figure and 20.4 per cent above the 
level in May, 1946. 

Food prices showed the greatest increase, 1.1 per cent, 
followed closely by clothing prices, up 1.0 per cent. Gains 
in the latter were influenced by advances for women’s 
shoes and rayon dresses, despite declines for men’s busi- 
ness shirts. The housefurnishings group showed the only 
decline in the month, 0.8 per cent, with lower prices on 
some living room sets, radios, and washing machines. 
Rents, surveyed for the first time in several months, were 
about 3 per cent higher than in September, 1946, the date 
of the last survey. 


CHANGES IN CHICAGO INDEXES 


May, 1947 
it Percentage Change from Index 
| 1935-39 = 
May April 100 
1946 1947 

All items............ +20.4 “+0.6 156.6 
Fuel, electricity, and ice..| + 9.1 +0.4 111.8 
Housefurnishings ....... +22.7 —0.8 172.8 
Miscellaneous .......... +10.4 +0.2 136.9 


1 Change from June, 1946. 
* Not surveyed monthly. 


CONSUMERS’ PRICES IN CHICAGO 
1935 - 1939 = 100 

160 

140 

120 | 
100 ~~ 
8 0'\937 1939 i941 i943 1945 


Retail Food Prices 


Considerable divergence in retail food price changes jn 
the three Illinois cities was again shown in May, although 
monthly variations were somewhat opposite from the 
April trends. 

Chicago food prices jumped 1.1 per cent in the month, 
with greatest gains in fruits and vegetables, 5.1 per cent 
while meat prices also rose noticeably. Fats and oils 
showed a sharp decline, 17.6 per cent, and dairy products 
prices dropped 2.7 per cent. Meats, fats and oils, and 
beverages continued to show the greatest annual margins, 
as prices on all foods were reported 34.3 per cent above 
those of a year ago. 

In Peoria, only the sugar and sweets group increased 
in the month, whereas declines ranged from a scant 0] 
per cent to 3.3 per cent in other classifications, to send 
all prices down 1.6 per cent. Annual margins continued 
to decrease slightly, and mid-May prices were just 317 
per cent above those of a year ago. Fresh produce showed 
the only decline, whereas fats and oils and beverages 
were both up more than 50 per cent and other groups 
showed sizable gains. 

All subgroups of “fruits and vegetables” reported price 
increases in Springfield, with a net advance of 4.0 per 
cent. This and other small gains, however, failed to offset 
a sharp decline in fats and oils prices and smaller drops 
for eggs and dairy products, and “all foods” were down 
0.7 per cent in the month. Prices were up in all groups 
on an annual basis, led by beverages and meats, and 


Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics, Chicago Regional averaged 35.9 per cent above the May, 1946, level. 

Office. 
PERCENTAGE CHANGES IN RETAIL FOOD COSTS 
Percentage Change May, 1947, from 
Commodity Group May, 1946 April, 1947 
Chicago Peoria Springfield Chicago Peoria Springfield 

+34.3 +31.7 +35.9 + 1.1 — 1.6 — 0.7 
Cereals and bakery goods.................... +33.4 +35.0 +43.9 — 0.5 + 0.2 + 0.3 
Meats...... +58.6 +48.7} +55.2 + 2.9 — 2.8 + 0.1 
+23.5 +15.0 +15.5 + 0.7 — 3.3 — 4.2 
+16.8 + 8.6 +17.3 + §.1 — 0.1 + 4.0 

+10.0 0.9 + 6.7 + 6.6 + 1.0 + 5.1 

+49.1 +55.6 +66.4 — 04 — 2.0 0.0 
+50.3 +74.5 +43.2 —17.6 — 2.5 —21.4 
+30.5 +31.2 +37.9 + 0.9 + 0.8 — 0.1 


' Percentage change from April, 1946, due to short supply of meats in May, 1946. 
Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics, Chicago Regional Office. 
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EMPLOYMENT AND PAY ROLLS 


(Factory employment data are collected from reports 
made by cooperating firms. The changes are separately 
recorded each month from data supplied by identical 

; thus the change in employment in any one month is 
computed from comparable data. 

Pay rolls refer to the amount of money paid to wage 
sarners employed in the reporting establishments. There 
ye many other sources of income besides pay rolls. 
Therefore, the value of the pay-roll data depends upon 
the type of employment and income of the area. The pay- 
roll funds flow mainly into consumption-goods markets. 

This sample covers firms employing only about 30 per 
cent of all nonagricultural workers in the State, and is 
disproportionately heavily weighted .by manufacturing 
establishments. Changes should therefore not be con- 
sued as representing total employment changes in any 
particular area.) 

The sample of firms employing almost 900,000 non- 
agricultural workers in Illinois showed small gains of 0.5 
ger cent in employment and 2.5 per cent in pay rolls in 
May, following the declines of the past two months, 

An estimate of total employment in the State, compiled 
by the Illinois and United States Departments of Labor, 


revealed a 0.4 per cent April-May increase, slightly 
smaller than that for the sample group, and a 7.3 per cent 
annual gain. Contract construction, not included in the 
sample group, continued to show the greatest margins in 
these estimated figures. 

In the sample of manufacturing firms, covering pro- 
duction and related workers only, employment dropped 1.2 
per cent, although pay rolls were up 0.9 per cent as a 
result of increases for the agricultural implement, blast 
furnaces and rolling mills, and electrical machinery in- 
dustries. Annual gains of 9.7 per cent for the former and 
37.9 per cent for the latter were reported. 

Resumption of activity in the coal mines and the tele- 
phone industry was responsible for most of the advances 
of 4.9 per cent in number of workers and 7.3 per cent in 
wage payments in the small sample of nonmanufacturing 
establishments. 

Average weekly earnings jumped to $51.50 in May for 
both sexes combined in all reporting firms. Men received 
$58.24, and women, $36.67. Both manufacturing and non- 
manufacturing firms reported gains of more than a dollar 
a week. 


PERCENTAGE CHANGES AND INDEXES OF EMPLOYMENT AND PAY 
ROLLS FOR ILLINOIS REPORTING ESTABLISHMENTS BY CITY 


All Reporting 


City-Area Establishments* 


Percentage Change April 15 - May 15, 1947 


May, 1947, indexes 
(1935-1939 = 100) 
Manufacturing 
Establishments 


Manufacturing 
Establishments 


Employment 


Pay Rolls 


Employment Pay Rolls | Employment Pay Rolls 


THE STATE +0.5 


.2 +0.9 


CHICAGO METROPOLITAN AREA.. +0.5 


Chicago City +0.7 
Waukegan-North Chicago 


Other suburban areas 
DOWNSTATE AREA 


Bloomington-Normal 
Champaign-Urbana 


Galesburg 

Granite City area 

Joliet area 
Kankakee-Bradley: area 
Kewanee 


LaSalle- Peru-Oglesby area 
Mattoon 


Rock Island 
Springfield 
Sterling-Rock Falls 
Streat or 


+> } 
COM SCOWSw 


| 


* As manufacturing industries are over-weighted in the sample, changes are not necessarily representative of changes in total 


émployment. 
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+2 134.5 283.3 
and +6.4 +13 +5 144.6 312.0 
— +0 —1 89.1 186.2 
—4 —0 —4 119.5 231.7 
—2 —3 139.6 336.8 
RE —0 -1 +0 121.8 239.4 
Moline... —0 —0 —0 133.5 269.4 
—0 +0 -1 150.4 270.5 
+3 +12 —2.0 +0.7 92.6 190.3 


BUSINESS CONDITIONS IN ILLINOIS CITIES 


ALTON (Pop. Est. 40,000) 


(Alton, on the Mississippi River, is in a highly industrialized area 
which produces glass bottles and spotertinn, steel and brass products, 
ammunition, shoes and leather products, tools and mining equipment, 
lead ingots, paperboard and boxboard, clothing, construction materials, 
flour and feed, and gasoline and petroleum products. Several large 
refineries are located in the area.) : 

Gains in the chemicals, explosives, and soaps and petroleum 
refining industries sent employment up 1.0 per cent and pay 
rolls up 1.2 per cent in the sample group of firms in May. 
Postal receipts, down 2.1 per cent from April, were 8.2 per 
cent above the May, 1946, level, while bank debits increased 5.5 
per cent for the month and 19.3 per cent for the year. Building 
permit valuations were more than trebled between April and 
May. 


AURORA (Pop. Est. 48,500) 


(Aurora, an important city in the Fox River Valley, presents a diver- 
sified list of industries engaged in manufacturing railroad coaches, con- 
veying, pumping and road machinery, steel furniture, tools, hardware 
specialties, aluminum ingots, auto accessories, textile and dairy 
products.) 

Diversity of trend in the important machinery and machine 
tool industry in May caused a 1.5 per cent decline in employ- 
ment and a 0.3 per cent advance in pay rolls in the sample group 
of firms. Postal receipts dropped 2.8 per cent in the month 
but jumped 41.1 per cent for the year, while bank debits rose 
3.9 per cent and 22.2 per cent in the same periods. Building per- 
mit valuations dropped 65 per cent in the month. Department 
store trade showed about the same trend as postal receipts. 


BELLEVILLE (Pop. Est. 32,000) 


Belleville is an important industrial city producing stoves, drinking 
ountains, bricks, caskets, castings, chemicals, beer, shingle-cutting 
and mining machinery, enameled wire, flour, leather products, shoes, 
stencil machines, and men’s and women’s clothing. Coal mining is 
another industry.) 

The sample of manufacturing firms reversed previous down- 
ward trends with increases of 1.9 per cent in employment and 
2.8 per cent in pay rolls in May. Postal receipts were 4.1 per 
cent below the April level but up 18.1 per cent for the year. 
Valuations of building permits showed a small gain of about 
19 per cent in the month. 


BLOOMINGTON (Pop. Est. 33,000) 


(Bloomington, in the midst of a rich farming area, is an important 
producer of oil heaters, electric refrigerators, air conditioning and ven- 
tilating equipment, furnaces, stoves, boilers, washing machines and 
ironers, railroad equipment, dairy products, canned vegetables, and 
candy. It also has railroad shops.) 

Sharp increases in the heating and plumbing equipment in- 
dustry, which employs about one-half the workers represented 
in the sample, resulted in gains of 6.4 per cent in employment 
and 13.3 per cent in pay rolls for all reporting firms in May. 
Postal receipts dropped 6.7 per cent in the month but rose 7.3 
per cent in the year, as bank debits rose 0.5 per cent and 15.4 
per cent on the same bases. Building permit valuations were 
down one-fourth from the April figure. 


CHAMPAIGN-URBANA (Pop. 37,366) 


(Champaign-Urbana, home of the University of Illinois, is located in a 
rich agricultural region. Chief among the products of the area are 
academic and athletic equipment, butter, construction and road-build- 
ing machinery, concrete products, forgings and castings, gloves, soy- 
bean products, and trailers.) 

The large declines of 13.3 per cent in employment and 15.1 
per cent in pay rolls in May were largely due to the partial 
closing of a firm in the heating, plumbing, and refrigerating 
equipment industry which employs a large part of the workers 
included in the small sample from this area. Bank debits in the 
twin cities dropped 5.5 per cent from April but rose 22.2 per 
cent from May, 1946, while postal receipts were up sharply in 
Champaign and down noticeably in Urbana on both bases. Build- 
ing permit valuations dropped slightly. 


CHICAGO (Pop. Est. 3,450,000) 


(Chicago, the second largest city in the United States, is the terminus 
of 39 railroads, including 23 trunk lines, and it has 21 airports within 
a 20-milte radius. It is the livestock and grain market of the world and 
the largest mail order distributing center. Chicago leads the world in 


the production of meat products, telephone equipment, furniture, agn. 
cultural implements, jewelry, foundry products, railroad suppli 
and electric appliances, machinery, musical instruments, and radig and 
auto accessories.) 

Partial resumption of activity following a labor dispute jy 
the electrical machinery industry helped to offset declines in 
other parts of the sample, as manufacturing employment dropped 
1.1 per cent but pay rolls rose 1.1 per cent in May. Nonmany. 
facturing firms, however, showed general gains. Postal 
ceipts dropped 1.2 per cent in the month but rose 11.3 per cen 
for the year, while bank debits advanced about 10 per cent op 
both bases and building permit valuations were up 12 per cen, 
from April levels. Department store trade jumped 9.6 per cen: 
in the month and 22.7 per cent in the year. Another increase jp 
the cost of food (1.1 per cent from April and 34.3 per cen 
from May, 1946) sent consumers’ prices up 0.6 per cent in the 
month, remaining on a level of about 20 per cent above thy 
of a year ago. 


DANVILLE (Pop. Est. 40,000) 


(Danville has a diversified list of industries, including coal 

clay products, textiles, coal-mining machinery, foundry and machin 
shop products, leather, hardware, lumber, furnaces, mp products, 
and food processing.) 

Monthly declines of 4.6 per cent in employment and 2 per 
cent in pay rolls in the sample group in May were attributed 
to the meat packing, men’s furnishings and work clothes, non- 
ferrous metals, and railway car building and repair industries, 
Postal receipts and bank debits declined 4.0 per cent and 09 
per cent, respectively, in the month but were up more than 
10 per cent in the year, while building permit valuations 
slumped to 21 per cent of the April figure, with a May 
estimate of $137,918. 


DECATUR (Pop. Est. 63,750) 


(Decatur, the center of soybean production and processing, is the soy- 
bean capital of the world. The city leads in the processing of corn and 
metals, and is the center of the cotton wash-dress industry. Other im- 
portant industries include foundries, railroad shops, metal companies, 
machine shops, and manufacturers of pharmaceutical, plastic, wood, and 
paper products.) 

Diverse activity in foundry and forge and fruit and vege- 
table canning plants was reflected in the sample’s drop of i 
cent in employment and gain of 1 per cent in pay rolls in May. 
Bank, debits and postal receipts dropped 3 to 5 per cent in 
the month, whereas department store sales rose 3 per cent, 
and annual gains in the three groups ranged from 15 per cent 
to 31 per cent. Building permit valuations were more than 
five times the April figure. 


EAST ST. LOUIS (Pop. Est. 80,000) 


(East St. Louis is a leader in the State in meat packing. Other im- 
portant industries are chemicals, aluminum, iron and steel foundries 
and machine shops, railroad equipment, zinc smelting, machine tools 
and valves, rubber reclaiming, oil refineries, and rock quarries. The 
general area of East St. Louis is one of the most highly industrialized 
regions of the State.) 

Blast furnaces and rolling mills, heating and plumbing equip- 
ment firms, and meat packers contributed to the sample gains 
of 1.1 per cent in employment and 3.7 per cent in pay rolls in 
May. Bank debits and postal receipts dropped 2 per cent from 
April, but were up 52.5 per cent and 7.4 per cent, respectively, 
from May, 1946. Building permit valuations declined slightly in 
the month to a level of 720. Department store trade, 
down 1 per cent from April, was more than double the 
volume for last May. 


ELGIN (Pop. Est. 44,000) 


(Elgin has important industries producing watches, dairy products, 
thread and yarn, automobile accessories, capping and filling machines, 
water softeners, street sweepers, woodwork, store equipment, ovens, 
cylinders, shoes, clothing, steel cabinets, and tools. Publishing * 
another important industry.) 


Reductions in the watches, clocks, and jewelry industry were 
reflected in the declines of 0.8 per cent in employment and 84 


per cent in pay rolls for the sample group of firms in May. 


Postal receipts and bank debits both showed gains of about 
2 per cent for the month and were up 20 per cent and 14 per 
cent respectively, for the year, while increases in department 
store sales were even greater. Valuations of building permits, 
at $301,465, were twice the volume reported for April. 
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FREEPORT (Pop. Est. 25,065) 


(Freeport is an important manufacturing center, surrounded by a rich 

in and dairy farm region. Some industries are insurance and the 
manufacture of batteries, toys, hardware, farm machinery, oil burners, 
windmills, medicines, food products, printing and electrical equipment.) 

Generally distributed employment declines, and increased pay 
lls in automobile and machinery and machine tool firms, re- 
qilted in 1.8 per cent fewer workers and 0.7 per cent greater 
wage payments in the sample group in May. Postal receipts 
dropped 7.0 per cent from April but were 16.9 per cent above 
the May, 1946, level, while building permit valuations rose one- 
sith in the month. 


JOLIET (Pop. Est. 50,000) 


(Joliet is an important industrial city manufacturing wallpaper, wire, 
roofing, gas ranges, fire bric horse shoes, packaging machines, 
bakery machinery, chemicals, calen cartons, tanks, beer, barrels, 
dairy products, and work clothing. d shops, oil refineries, coal 
mines, limestone quarries.) 

A wage increase in blast furnaces and rolling mills sent 
yay rolls up 2.8 per cent, as employment dropped 1.1 per cent 
in the sample group of firms in May. Postal receipts rose 11.5 
yer cent in the month and 37.6 per cent in the year, while bank 
debit increases were somewhat smaller. Building permit valua- 
tions dropped only a slight 2.3 per cent. Department store sales 
showed about the same pattern as bank debits — up 5.1 per cent 
from April, and 19.2 per cent from May, 1946. 


KANKAKEE (Pop. Est. 24,200) 


(Kankakee, located in a rich, diversified farming area, is an important 
manufacturing center for ye ag implements, furniture, textiles, 
building materials, paints, foundry and machine shop products, and 
stone quarries.) 

The important heating and patig equipment industry was 
responsible for most of the declines of 3.4 per cent in employ- 
ment and 2.8 per cent in pay rolls in the sample group in May. 
Postal receipts dropped slightly in the month but rose 10.8 per 
cent in the year, while department store sales were down 76 
per cent and up 27.5 per cent for the same periods. Building 
permit valuations were off one-fifth. 


MATTOON (Pop. Est. 20,000) 


(Mattoon, a strategically located manufacturing city and the site of 
railroad shops and truck terminals, is surrounded by a rich grain, live- 
stock and poultry producing area. Among important articles manu- 
factured are kitchen furniture, restaurant and beauty parlor equipment, 
steel tubing, road grading machinery, fluorescent lamps, clothing, shoes, 
brooms, foundry products, and Diesel engines.) 

Chamber of Commerce reports indicate a slight decline in 
employment but a 12.8 per cent gain in pay rolls between April 
and May, with annual margins of 38.1 per cent for the 
former and 77.7 per cent for the latter. Postal receipts dropped 
34 per cent in the month but were up 12.7 per cent for the year, 
while hank debits increased 10.1 per cent and 30.5 per cent in the 
same periods. 


PEORIA (Pop. Est. 119,419) 


(Peoria is the largest poutonse of earth-moving equipment in the 
world. It has large distilleries, chemical plants, agricultural implement 
plants, and stockyards. It also manufactures cotton goods, pharma- 
ceuticals, malleable iron, and steel products such as wire, rods, fencing, 
stoves and furnaces. Agricultural foods and soybeans are proc a 
Peoria is one of the highly diversified industrial cities of the State.) 

Gains in electrical machinery, machinery and machine tool, 
and meat packing firms, _and declines in the beverage and blast 
iurnaces and rolling mills industries, caused a 0.8 per cent 
decline in employment and scant 0.1 per cent rise in pay rolls 
in the sample group in May. Postal receipts dropped 13.7 per 
cent in the month to only slightly above last May’s figure, 
whereas bank debits, down only 1.2 per cent from April, were 
up 23.8 per cent for the year. Building permit valuations dropped 
19 per cent in the month, but department store sales showed 
gains of 4.6 per cent from April and 23.4 per cent from last 
May. A 1.6 per cent drop in food prices put the May level at 
31.7 per cent above that of a year ago. 


QUINCY (Pop. Est. 42,000) 


(Quincy has aperians industries producing stoves, ranges, furnaces, 
pumps, industrial trailers, poultry equipment, showcases and store fix- 
tures, shoes, plumbing and steam equipment, machine tools, and elec- 
‘onic and broadcasting equipment. Agricultural products are stored 
and processed.) 
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Declines in heating and plumbing equipment firms partially 
offset _ in machinery and machine tool “yy as employ- 
ment dropped 1.8 se cent and pay rolls rose 0.6 per cent in 
the May sample. Postal receipts rose slightly and debits 
advanced 7.4 per cent for the month, both jumping more than 
25 per cent in the year. Building permit valuations were up 
11.2 per cent from April. Department stores reported sales in- 
creases of 1 per cent in the month and 17 per cent in the year. 


ROCKFORD (Pop. Est. 93,000: Metropolitan 
Area Est. 110,000) 


(Rockford is the third largest city of the State. It is an important 
manufacturing center for egricultarel machinery, machine tools, piston 
rings, gears, and automobile parts, aluminum castings, furniture, tex- 
iles, hardware, wood and iron-working machinery, pianos, stoves, 
leather goods, air conditioning and heating equipment.) 

A number of industries in metal, furniture, and textile lines 
contributed to the declines of 1.7 per cent in employment and 
1.3 per cent in pay rolls in the sample group in May. Postal 
receipts slumped 18.4 per cent from the April volume to a 
level 9.0 per cent above that of a year ago, whereas bank debits, 
up 1.1 per cent in the month, drop 6.4 per cent annually. 
Building permit valuations declined 9.1 per cent, and depart- 
ment store sales, up 24 per cent for the year, were 2.0 per cent 
below those of last month. 


ROCK ISLAND-MOLINE (Pop. Est. 87,500) 


(The Rock Island-Moline area is the farm implement center of the 
world and produces large quantities of war materiel. Other important 
industries are machine tools, iron and brass foundries, heating and 
ventilating equipment, structural materials, automobile parts and ac- 
cessories, elevators, furniture, insurance, lumber mills, sash and door 
factories, glass and paper products, farm lighting —_ rubber foot- 
wear, oils and paints, textiles, and electric household supplies.) 

Small April-May declines in employment and pay rolls in the 
sample from these two cities were partly attributed to car build- 
ing and repair, electrical machinery, machinery and machine 
tool, and saw and planing mill firms. Postal receipts dropped 1.8 
per cent in Rock Island but rose 1.0 per cent in Moline in the 
month, and were up 12 per cent and 18 per cent, respectively, 
for the year. Bank debits in Rock Island advanced 4.8 per cent 
from April and 14.1 per cent from May, 1946, while Moline 
banks reported even greater s. Building permit valuations 
increased two-thirds in Rock Island and more than doubled in 
Moline, and Moline department store trade rose 2.3 per cent in 
the month and 11.4 per cent in the year. 


SPRINGFIELD (Pop. Est. 85,000) 


(Springfield has a number of Federal offices as well as the offices of 
the State Government. It is the home of a number of insurance com- 


panies and regional government offices. Industrially, Springfield has . 


a diversified list of concerns manufacturing road and earth-moving 
machinery, agricultural implements, machine tools, and boilers. It is 
also a center of coal mining and the processing of grain and soybeans.) 

Reopening of coal mines somewhat offset declines in flour, 
feed, and other cereals and non-ferrous metals firms, with a 0.2 
per cent drop in employment but 3.2 per cent advance in pay 
rolls in the May sample. Postal receipts dropped 14.9 cent 
from April but were 10.7 per cent above the May, 1946, level, 
while bank debits and department store trade showed much 
smaller monthly declines and greater annual advances. Valua- 
tions of building permits were up a slight 5 per cent in the 
month. A small monthly decline of 0.7 per cent brought retail 
food prices down to 35.9 per cent above the level of a year ago. 


CRAB ORCHARD AREA 


(A large “dispersed city” area embracing Jackson, Williamson, and 
Franklin counties surrounds Lake Crab Orchard. These three counties, 
containing the larger cities of Benton, Carbondale, Herrin, Johnston 
City, Marion, Murphysboro, and West Frankfort, and densely popu- 
lated rural areas, have a total pulation of 130,396. C mines 
constitute the principal industry, although there are also wood product 
plants, clothing manufacturers, home appliance and shoe factories, and 
diversified agriculture in the region.) 

Postal receipts in four large cities showed a net monthly 
decline of 12.3 per cent, and an annual gain of 6.6 per cent, 
with two small declines and tv‘o large increases. Building per- 
mit valuations soared to almost four times the April figure as 
a result of large projects in Murphysboro, and were almost 
three times the volume a year ago. Sales tax reports for the 
three counties showed a March-April gain of 4.3 per cent to 
a level 21.5 per cent above May, 1946. 
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INDEXES OF ILLINOIS BUSINESS 
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